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. " ~0~ CONS?!CUOUS GAkLANTRY AND INTREP1Df TY ?N ACTION AGA~NST HOS T1LE 

· ~ DRC!S · I N NORTM VJETNAM WHIL~ ATTACMSO TO ANO SERVYNG AS COMMAND IN G 
ornr I ~ER or A 'fT ACK SQl)AORON TWO 1-!UNDREO s y XTEEN EMBARKED ! N USS 
~ANCOCK (CVA 191 ON 7 JULY 1966 ~ COMMANDER B!RDWELL LEO TM~ ~ECOND 
BL EM ;NT or r ~N A?RCRAr~ iN A LARG~ STRIKE AGAINST TH E E~TREMELV 
I MPORTANT HAIPHONG PETROLEUM STO~AGE AND TRANSFER rACILITY IN NO~ TM 
V1~T~ AM o ALTMOUG~ THE "TARGET AREA WAS VI RTUA LLY A PORT~ESS OV Ll~MTg 

• 
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-.. 
NAVAL MESSAGE NA VY DEPARTMENT 

~EOIUM ANO M5AVV ANT ?AfRCRArT GUNS AS WSLL AS NUMEROUS ACT1V6 SUR,AOE~ · 
T O~AIR MISSILE SITES, HE STEAOrASTLV LEO HlS ATTACK 8L~MENT TO THE 
T A~GET AND E~EOUTED A PERFECTLY TtMEDP COORDINATED ATTACK wHiCH 
RESU~T~O IN TME SERIOUS DEPLETION or T~E P5TROLEUM Resou~CES or 
NORTM ' VIETNAMQ MtS OUTSTANDING LeAOERSMIP tN THE A!R ; MI S DETERMINA ~ 
TION AND COURAGE IN T~ S rACE or EXTREME DANGER WERE fN LARGE PART 
RESPONSIBLE POR THE EXiRAORDfNARV SUOCESS OF' · iHlS CRUCIAL · MISS!ONe 
rHE PROVESSIONAL!SM OEMONSTRAT~D BV COMMANDER BIRDWELL DUR?NG THIS 
MOST D?F~ICU~T MISSION REFLECT9D GR~AT CREDIT UPON MYMSELV ANO 
WAS · AT ALL TIMES IN KEEPiNG WITH T~E HIGHEST TRAD!T!ONS O~ TME 
UNl'f'~D S'l'A'\'ES NAVAL SERVYCE 9 11 

e 'G CD R C ~ Rt R 0 WE l. L,'q JR 9 "' BS M 
"' OR MERYTORIOUS SERV?CE lN CONN~CTlON Wf TH OPERATIONS INVOLVING 
CO NP ~ 1CT WtTM AN OPPOS1NG POREIGN '0RC~ WHILE SERVING AS COMMAND1NG 
or,1eER O' ATTACK SQUADRON TWO HUNDR~D S~XTHEN EMBARKED IN USS 
~ANCOCK (CVA 191 DURING TME PERIOD 17 DECEMBER 1965 iO 8 JULY 1966a 
CO MMAND~R 9IROWEL~ 9 S SKILL AND METJCULOUS ~PFORTS IN DEVtSING YACg 
TlC S TO COUNTER T~E VAlE~ ENEM Y TM REATS WERE RESPONSIBLE ~OR TME 
O UTS 1A NO~NG ~V~EO~!VENESS OP T~E SOUAORON 0 MYS PROrESSJON•L 
C OMP ~~i NCEG TIRELESS · OEVOT?ON TO OUTV AND OUTSTANDING DI~ECTtON 
or Hf S SQUADRQN!S 6PrORT WERE SIGNlViCANT CONTRIBUTJONS TO TME 
success or THE SEVEN JM fLEET ATTACK CARR ! ER STRlKlNG · FORCE : 
COMMANDER 8 ! RDWEL.l,. 'i S: UNUSUAL IN I 'l' l AT t VE AND RESOURCE!t"ULN!!:SS 
UNDER THE ARDUOUS · CONDlTlONS IMP6SEO BV COMBAT OPERAT I ONS RErL~CTED 
GREA'V" OR1=DYT Ul='ON M!MSE~r AND WERE AT AL l : TIMES 1N KEEPING W7HI 
TM5 MlGM EST TR AD!T10NS OP TM~ UNiTEO STA TES NAVAL SERV?C~ gn 
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